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Sen. Kuipers questions governor’s stance on manufacturing czars 
 
 Lansing — Sen. Wayne Kuipers, R-Holland, today took to the Senate Floor to question 

why Gov. Jennifer Granholm supports a federal manufacturing czar but vetoed the effort to 

create a similar position in Michigan. 

 “I know the political season is here, but Michigan workers need more than political 

slogans and opportunistic criticisms of President Bush from the governor,” Kuipers said. “They 

need to be sure the state’s bureaucracies remain focused on keeping jobs here and on attracting 

new jobs.” 

 Granholm vetoed in January House Bill 5306, which would have created a Michigan 

manufacturing czar. In December, she did the same with Senate Bill 840, which would have 

created a czar to deal with small-business issues. 

But at the same time, Granholm has for months called for President Bush to create a 

national manufacturing czar. The governor, through a spokeswoman, even tweaked the president 

for not moving fast enough on creating a manufacturing czar. 

 “Michigan needs such a czar position to ensure the regulatory and economic development 

arms of the state are doing what they can to get Michigan working,” Kuipers said. “Granholm’s 

schizophrenia on the value of a manufacturing czar makes no sense.” 
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